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Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce

EVERYBODY’S PERSON OF THE YEAR 2019

Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce of Jamaica, one of the
greatest female sprinters of all times, is the 2019
EVERYBODY’S, the Caribbean-American
magazine, Person of the Year. Established in
January 1977 and beginning in 1978, the

magazine has presented its Person of the Year annually.
“I suggest Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, mother, sprinter

and Jamaican Olympian. At age 32, Ms. Fraser-Pryce
did the improbable; she won her fourth IAAF World
Championship title in the 100meter dash after having a
child. Not only is she a worthy competitor, she gives
back to the community where she grew up. She is
humble and has a beautiful spirit and a strong mind,”
wrote an EVERYBODY’S “Caribbean” magazine
reader.
Fraser-Pryce validated her undisputed track and field

greatness at the 2019 World Athletics Championships
held in Doha, Qatar. NBC Sports stated, “Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce of Jamaica becomes the first mom to win
an Olympic or world 100m title since Gwen Torrence in
1995 and the oldest woman ever to win an Olympic or
world 100m title at 32 years old.”
CNN said, “Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce further staked

her claim as one of the greatest female sprinters of all
time by storming to victory in the women's 100 meters
final at the World Championships in Doha.”
As a teenager, she attracted regional attention at the 2002

CentralAmerican andCaribbean JuniorChampionships
(Under-17) held in Barbadoswhenher 4x100m relay team
won. In Trinidad&Tobago at the 2005CARIFTAGames
(Under-20), her 4x100m relay teamemerged victorious and
she placed 3rd in the 100m.
The 2007 World Championships in Japan brought

Fraser-Pryce to world attention when her 4x100m relay
team placed 2nd. She emerged a champion in her own
right at the 2008 Olympics held in China when she won
the 100m. That year was historic for Jamaica and the
Caribbean because Fraser-Pryce and Usain Bolt brought
the prestigious 100m gold medals to the region.
Fraser-Pryce success continued in Germany at the

2009 World Championships where she placed first in
the 100m and 4x100m. Nobody was surprised when
she won the gold medal at the 2012 Olympics held in
England and silver in the 200m and 4x100m.
What a massive year for Fraser-Pryce in 2013! At the

Russia World Championships, she placed first in her
three specialties – 100m, 200m and 4x100m.
Fraser-Pryce is the only sprinter, male or female, to

win the 100m World Championships four times - 2009,
2013, 2015 and 2019.

Hermedal count is listedatwww.everybodysmag.com.
After winning the women’s 100m final in 2019,

Fraser-Pryce told the world, "My secret is just staying
humble and just know who you are as a person and
athlete and just continue to work hard," where she was
joined on the track by Zyon. "It's a wonderful feeling
having my son witnessing this."
During her almost entire life in track and field she

found time to marry her teenage sweetheart, Jason,
and gave him bouncing baby boy, Zyon, born on
August 7, 2017, one day after Jamaica independence
date, August 6. She is a graduate of Jamaica’s
University of Technology and the University of the
West Indies.
We at EVERYBODY’S have observed the modesty,

eloquence and optimism exhibited by Mrs. Fraser-
Pryce at civic events in New York City. She is a role
model for young people in Jamaica, the wider
Caribbean and around the globe.
Suggestions for the 2019 EVERYBODY’S Magazine

Person of the Year were exceptional. Men were
nominated but it was the first time our readers, fans of
the magazine’s theatrical and concert productions,
placed three women on top the Person of the Year list.
The other two – Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley
and Calypso Rose, EVERYBODY’S 1978 Person of the
Year. “My choice is Calypso Rose because she has
endured and survived breast cancer about 3 or 4 times;
she is an extension of the whole Caribbean with her
calypso and soca. She still travels to foreign lands to
perform and showcase the soca/calypso. She tours
France every summer,” wrote J. Mayers of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines.
EVERYBODY’S Magazine Person of the Year

include Usain Bolt, Olympian, Hurricane Irma and
Hurricane Maria (phenomenon), Jumaane Williams,
New York City Public Advocate, Prime Minister
Baldwin Spencer, Clive Lloyd, West Indies cricket
captain and The Mighty Sparrow, Calypsonian – the
late Congresspersons Shirley Chisholm and Mervyn
Dymally, Sir Arthur Lewis, Nobel Laureate, Prime
Ministers Eugenia Charles, Tom Adams, Edward
Seaga, Herbert Blaize and Patrick Manning.

Tina Charles to Dad with Love

Tina Charles, two-time
Olympian, WNBA super-
star and EVERYBODY’S
2016 Co-Person of the
Year (along with Usain
Bolt), film, “Charlie’s
Records,” premiered at
the 2019 Tribeca Film Fes-
tival. “Charlie’s Records”
is about Tina’s dad, Rawl-
ston Charles, enormous
contributions to calypso
and soca. Although she
dreamt of one day honor-
ing her father in a unique
way, the straw that

broke the camel back was upon seeing a photo of his
record store in the National Museum of African-
American History and Culture in Washington, D.C. It
was the first film produced and directed by Tina.
Expect more documentaries from her production
company.

Buju Banton Walk to Freedom Tour

Buju Banton concerts, “Walk to Freedom Tour,” at-
tracted more attention in the Caribbean than carnival.
Upon his release from a federal prisoner in Georgia af-
ter incarcerated for seven years, Banton fans around the
world flocked to his concert held at the National Sta-
dium, Kingston, Jamaica, on Saturday, March 16, 2019.

Tina Charles and her Dad celebrate at
the Tribeca Film Festival, May 3, 2019.

By Jennifer Collins

In Trinidad & Tobago, the police searched his hotel
room but Police Commissioner Gary Griffiths later
apologized. Banton appealed to curb the endless mur-
ders in T&T and when Banton invited the Commis-
sioner on stage, the Commissioner said, “And from GG
(Gary Griffiths) to BB (Buju Banton), Trinidad and To-
bago and Jamaica are allies forever.”

Dr. Lamuel Stanislaus Way

On Saturday, June 15, the City of New York, named
the intersection of Rutland Road @ Flatbush Avenue
near the home of the late Grenadian-American Dr.
Lamuel Stanislaus, Dr. Lamuel A. Stanislaus Way. Dr.
Stanislaus’ legacy was known beyond Brooklyn’s Car-
ibbean community. He lived at Rutland Road for over
65 years where his wife, Beryl and himself, raised their
children. Many professionals in Brooklyn – especially
doctors and lawyers - resided in Prospect Lefferts Gar-
den at that time. Yet, getting a mortgage for a home
there by a black professional was difficult for racial rea-
sons and the monthly mortgage too expensive, $80-$150
range. After retiring from dentistry, Dr. Stanislaus be-
came Grenada’s Ambassador to the UN. Enrolled at
Howard University in the 1940s, one of his lecturers
was Professor Eric Williams who later led Trinidad &
Tobago to independence. “I arrived in the U.S. on May
29, 1967, knowing only two persons, my two school-
mates ... By luck, I met Dr. Stanislaus in Harlem a few
days later … the rest is history … When I ran for the
NYS Senate in 2002 as a Republican, Dr. Stanislaus con-
tributed financially to my campaign. An active Demo-
crat, he informed me I cannot win but I can bring forth
bold ideas. My manifesto advocated a multicultural sta-
dium for Brooklyn and creating more charter schools. A
year or two later, the governor announced plans for a

HIGHLIGHTS
2019

Dr. Lamuel A. Stanislaus Way Photo:Leonard Mckenzie

Dr. Lamuel Stanislaus at
an EVERYBODY’S Maga-
zine event in the 1980s.

Photo: Collin Reid
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stadium (Barclays Center) andmostWest Indianswho op-
posed charter schools because it was a Republican initia-
tive were the first to send their children to charter schools
… I and EVERYBODY’S are indebted to the late Dr. Stanis-
laus,” says Herman Hall, EVERYBODY’S publisher.

Jamaica Progressive League Way

The Jamaica Progres-
s ive League , es tab-
lished in New York in
1936, was honored on
September 28 when the
intersection of Dyre
Avenue @ Light Street,
Bronx, NY was named
Jamaica Progressive
League Way. In 1938,
the Jamaica Progressive
League proclaimed the
People’s National Party

of Jamaica must seek independence for Jamaica. On
August 6, 1962 independence was achieved.

VP Records 40th Anniversary

Mrs. Patricia Chin
who cofounded VP
Records received many
accolades on the 40th an-
niversary of the com-
pany. In 1979, Ms. Chin
and her husband, Vin-
cent “Randy” Chin,
launched VP Records,
in Queens, NY as a re-
tail Jamaican music
store. After the demise
of her husband, Ms.
Chin continued their
dream. Through her di-
rection, VP became a
wholesaler, distributor
and producer of Carib-
bean music. Artists on
VP’s Label ranged from
the late Dennis Brown
and Byron Lee to Bar-
rington Levy, Freddie
McGregor, Sean Paul,
Beenie Man, Lady Saw,

and Tarrus Riley. The 2019 roster includes Beres Ham-
mond, Christopher Martin, Maxi Priest, Busy Signal,
Spice, and Romain Virgo. In 2020, Miss Pat will release
her autobiography.

Mrs. Patricia Chin and Bunny Wailer
(Neville O'Riley Livingston) at the 2019
Pinnacle Awards. Bob Marley and the
Wailers consisted of Bunny Wailer, Peter
Tosh and Bob Marley.

Photo: Leonard Mckenzie

Jamaica Progressive League Way.
Photo: Leonard Mckenzie

Tower Isles 50th Anniversary

It was a happy and
memorable event
held in October at
the Hilton near
Kennedy Airport,
Queens, NY, when
Tower Isles, the orig-
inal manufacturer

and distributor of Jamaica style patties, celebrated its
50th anniversary. The late Earl and Beryl Levi opened
their small West Indian bakery in 1969 in the Bedford-
Stuyvesant community of Brooklyn. In the early 1980s,
Mayor Edward Koch cut the ribbon opening Tower
Isles Frozen Foods massive plant in East New York. The
facility with its state-of-the-art equipment and USDA
certified label enabled Tower Isles to market its prod-
ucts to mainstream consumers. Today, more than
1,000,000 patties are baked weekly for selling to mega
supermarkets across the U.S.
and around the world.

Patrick Jolly Retired

After the passing of Mrs.
Beryl Levi, Mr. Patrick Jolly
who joined Tower Isles in
1975 succeeded her. After 44
years of leadership and ded-
ication, Jolly retired on the
50th anniversary of the com-
pany.

Trevor Smith at the

Helm

In October, Chief Mar-
keting Officer Trevor
Smith, a marketing and
communication expert
who joined Tower Isles in
1995, was appointed presi-
dent. ''We have an excel-
lent team at Tower Isles,
and we look forward to
continuing the tradition of
offering the best customer
service, making the best
quality products, support-
ing our community, and
expanding our product
line," Mr. Smith remarked.
A social media guru,
Smith is affiliated with
many organizat ions

NYC Public Advocate Jumaane
Williams presented citation to
Patrick Jolly for 44 years of en-
trepreneurship and community in-
volvement.

HIGHLIGHTS
2019

including the Atlanta Jamaica Association and the
Jamaican Independence Ball Committee. He is an
ardent soccer fan and encourages the development of
Caribbean soccer teams in New York City. Smith
cohosts a tantalizing show, Real Talk - Future Move-
ment Radio, heard in New York, Georgia and Florida.

Brexit - Caribbean and African-Britishers

Embroiled

Brexit, the most controversial issue throughout 2019
in the UK, also alienated Britishers of Caribbean and
African heritage. “We
are all confused and
divided,” says Diane
Dopwell of Dominica
who in 1962 immigrated
to England. “My friends,
their children, my chil-
dren and grandchildren
take different sides.”
Brexit is the proposed
wi thdrawa l o f the
United Kingdom (UK)
from the European
Union (EU) that was given the okay by British voters in
2016, 51.9% for and 48.1% against. The closeness of the
vote divided the UK. Two prime ministers resigned,
two national elections and one referendum held and
Scotland is threatening to quit the UK and become an
independent nation in order to remain in the EU.
Several leaders of the Conservative Party against Brexit
have been kicked out and Conservative voters evenly
divided. The Labour Party is divided too, half for and
half against . But, Dave Lammy, the popular
Guyanese-Britisher-House of Commons Labour Party
legislator, is against Brexit. The result of the December
12, 2019 elections may not solve Brexit and reunite
Britishers.

Olympian Usain Bolt and Prime Minister

Andrew Holness

Eight-time Olympic Gold medalist Usain Bolt and Ja-
maica’s Prime Minister Andrew Holness at the 2019
Humming Bird Gala hosted by the American Friends of
Jamaica held at Cipriani in New York, NY. The Honor-
able Usain Bolt and Dr. Glanford Christian, Chairman
of Cari-Med, were the recipients of the International
Humanitarian Award. The American Friends of Ja-
maica dedicated to raise funds for education, healthcare
and economic development programs in Jamaica was
established in 1982 principally by Anne Sabo. EVERY-
BODY’S Magazine was an early promoter of AFJ.

L to R: Honorable Usain Bolt and Prime Minister Andrew Holness.
Photo: Leonard Mckenzie

Aisha Braveboy Super Person, Maryland

Aisha Braveboy, State’s Attorney of Prince George’s
County in Maryland, is one of several Caribbean-Ameri-
can women who are nationally recognized Democrats.
She will attend the Democratic Party National Conven-
tion in August when the Democrats will select their pres-
idential ticket. One of the days, expect her to be governor
of the State of Maryland or a Congresswoman.

The Mighty Sparrow Strong as Ever

The calypso icon Sparrow, placed in the same category
with Brian Wilson, James Brown, B.B. King and Frank
Sinatra, performed at David Rubenstein Atrium, Lincoln
Center in New York City on November 21, 2019.

In January, Aisha Braveboy took the oath of office becoming Prince George’s
County chief prosecutor. (L) Parents Cuthbert and Norma Braveboy; niece, Al-
isa Quinn. (R) Judge Sheila Tillerson Adams and clerk, Mahasin El-Amin.

Passionate on the Brexit issue! Most
Black voters against Brexit.

HIGHLIGHTS
2019

New President Trevor Smith accepted
proclamation from Public Advocate
Williams commemorating Tower Isles’
50th birthday.
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Grace Jerk Chicken Wings Introduced

Julia Sawney, promoter
of EVERYBODY’S Maga-
zine and Oliver Samuels
plays in Maryland and
Wa s h i n g t o n , D . C . ,
introduced delicious
Grace J e rk Ch i cken
Wings on May 19 at the
performance of “56 East
Avenue.” Oliver’s new
play for 2020 is “Krazy
But True.”

Checking out West-

ern Union Services

Fans attending Oliver Samuels play
got information about Western Union
Caribbean services and graciously
accepted Western union mementos.
EVERYBODY’S will present “Krazy
But True,” May 22-31, 2020, starring
Oliver Samuels with Maffy Johnson,
Lakeisha Ellison, Melessa Vassell
and Denis Titus in Boston, Bridge-
port, East Orange, Bronx, Queens and
Brooklyn. (Lovinger Theater, Bronx,
two shows, 3:30pm & 7:30pm, Memo-
rial Sunday, May 24, 2020 and York
College, Queens, Sun., May 31, 6pm.)

L to R: Sparrow and a musician at Lincoln Center. Photo: Winthrop Holder

Moët & Chandon Rosé Champagne

Carnival Breakfast

The private breakfast in a tent off the carnival-parade
route near Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, was attended by
Governor Andrew Cuomo, Mayor Bill de Blasio and
wife Chirlane. Sheila Clarke and Sybil Chester made
sure the Moët & Chandon Rosé Champagne was at the
perfect temperature for serving to the VIP guests.

Irving Burgie – Lord Burgess

(1924-2019)
Lord Burgess, the songwriter who composed 11 hits

for Harry Belafonte’s album, “Calypso,” composed the
Barbados national anthem and wrote “Island in the
Sun,” for the 1957 Hollywood blockbuster, Island in the

Sun, filmed in
Grenada and Bar-
bados, died in late
November at 95.
Mr. Burgie whose
mother was an im-
migrant from Bar-
bados, and father, a
migrant from Vir-
ginia, was born in
Brooklyn. “I am
saddened to learn
of Mr. Burgie pass-
ing. I was in awe

when I met him,” says this magazine publisher. “Years
ago, we were honored at an event in Westchester, NY.
The old man cried when he accepted his plaque as he
reflected on the goodness of his mother. To my surprise,
he knew EVERYBODY’S; he remained a subscriber for
many years. I enjoyed his annual holiday concert at
Town Hall.” On November 30, 2019, Barbados’ Inde-
pendence Day, Prime Minister Mia Mottley asked the
nation for a moment of silence in Burgie’s memory.

L to R: Sheila Clarke and marketing specialist Sybil Chester.

HIGHLIGHTS
2019
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