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34 2025 At A Glance

Cover & Layout: Lennox Robinson
Photo: Leonard McKenzie, Winston Rodney, Dexter Mitchell

) ADVERTISING: Michelle Young No part of this publication may be reproduced without
E“ER I CIRCULATION & SUBSCRIPTION: Roscann Merchant | - the written consent of HH Digital, LLC
YO SUBSCRIPTION & ADDRESS CHANGE:

PHOTOGRAPHERS: John Charles, Leonard McKenzie,

www.everybodysmag.com Nolan Patterson, Clyde Jones, Joe DeGrind EVERYBODY’S, 1630 Nostrand Ave.,
PUBLISHER: Herman Hall ART DIRECTOR, Lennox Robinson Brooklyn, NY 11226

EDITOR: In memory of the late Patricia Boothe WEBMASTER: G. David Hall U.S. Postage Paid at Hanover, NH

ASSOCIATE EDITOR: Winthrop R. Holder EVERYBODY’S: Published 9 times yearly — Subscription | POSTMASTER: send notice to EVERYBODY’S
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS: Martin F. Felix, $15 per year; Digital Subscription $7 yearly 1630 Nostrand Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11226

Jeff Hercules, Nathalie Taghaboni, Rafika Soaries . o
Copyright 2020 by HH Digital, LLC

E“ERM§ www.everybodysmag.com 3




EBM cal 2024 4

4

11/28/23 1:14 PM

PERSONS,//-YEAR

Actress Sheryl Lee Ralph and
Olympian Kirani Jomes

By Wendy Gomes

amaican-American Actress Sheryl Lee Ralph and

Grenadian Olympian Kirani James are EVERYBODY’S,

the Caribbean-American magazine, Persons of the Year for

2023. In recent years, they have been steadily receiving a

sizable number of votes from our readers. In 2023, Ralph
and James garnered the most nominations. We thank all who
nominated someone.

Actress Sheryl Lee Ralph, singer, producer, activist and
“Jamaican to the bone,” is one of the most respected and admired
women in the United States. When Miss Ralph sang "Lift
Every Voice and Sing" during the opening ceremonies at the 2023
Super Bowl, millions of Americans, including young Black
people, thought it was a new song. They were oblivious that for
almost a century within African America "Lift Every Voice
and Sing" was referred to as “The Negro National Anthem” or
“Black National Anthem.” The song, written in 1900 by James
Weldon Johnson, was rendered up to the 1960s to open meetings
of Black organizations.

Until she came of age, Sheryl Lee may have sung “Lift Every
Voice and Sing” with her dad, Stanley Ralph, or heard him
rendering it at events in Uniondale, Long Island, NY, in churches
and at West Indian organizations meetings in Harlem.

Belting out "Lift Every Voice and Sing" at the Super Bowl on
February 12 was one of several achievements for Ralph in 2023.
A few weeks before, on January 15, she won Best Supporting
Actress in a Comedy Series for her role as Barbara Howard in
ABC’s “Abbott Elementary” at the 2023 Critics Choice Awards

4 www.everybodysmag.com
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At the Billie Holiday Theatre, Sheryl
Lee Ralph became emotional when
teenager Amaryliss Greene,
Trinidadian-American and resident of
Long Island, asked Sheryl Lee to
autograph the first flyer Sheryl Lee
graced in high school. The
establishment failed to include
teenager Sheryl Lee's photograph in
the flyer although she was in the play,
the only Black girl. Therefore, Shery
Lee created her own flyer to include
her photo. And, it is a copy of that flyer
Greene, sitting in the front row, asked
Sheryl Lee to autograph.

Photo Leonard McKenzie

ceremonies. Five weeks after the Super Bowl, the Billie Holiday
Theatre in Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, welcomed Sheryl Lee
and her husband Senator Vincent Hughes. Miss Ralph was on tour
promoting her new book, DIVA: 2.0. Fans turned out in record
numbers at the Theatre for both signing sessions.

Reviews of DIVA 2.0 are in EVERYBODY’S April edition,
other print publications and in the electronic media.

Our readers and the Caribbean-American population have been
observing Sheryl Lee’s success for decades. They nominated her
for her body of work and not simply for winning an Emmy in
September 2022 for Best Supporting Actress in a Comedy Series
or the Jamaican Government bestowing upon her one of the
nation’s National Honours. Readers are aware of Ralph’s indelible
mark on the entertainment industry both on stage in the Broadway
musical, Dream Girls, and in Hollywood movies with celebrated
actors such as Eddie Murphy, Denzel Washington, and the late
Sidney Poitier.

Everyone is mindful that Sheryl Lee Ralph exemplifies
decorum. Many young women and men are embracing the values
of the woman who was born in Connecticut, raised and attended
high school in Uniondale, NY, and Jamaican at heart.

“I remember Sheryl Lee very well,” says Desmond Patterson,
owner of Brucee’s Patties in Brooklyn. “Every year, when this
little girl from America came to spend time with her grandparents
in Mandeville, she was not afraid to climb trees with me and other
little boys. We have not met since our childhood days but I’'m sure
she remembers those days. She is a real Jamaican.”

HUERYBORYS
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Kirani James visits schools and playing fields when in Grenada. In 2017, the soccer and athletic stadium renamed Kirani James Athletic Stadium to honor

Grenada first Olympian medalist.

or Kirani James of Grenada, 2023 was not his most

successful year. Track and field historians will say that in

2012, James won a Gold Medal at that year’s Olympic

Games. But 2023 may have been his most significant

year. After winning Gold in 2012, Silver in 2016 and
Bronze in 2020 (21), and when considering his years in regional
competitions long before his Olympic debut, it was unbelievable
that James competed in global premier track and field events in
2023 and won the 400m dash in September at the Diamond
League held in Xiamen, China.

Grenada — consisting of three islands, Grenada, Carriacou and
Petite Martinique — is a nation of approximately 100,000 persons.
Yet, in proportion to its size and population, it boasts that it
received three Olympic medals courtesy of Kirani James. His
victories have inspired young Grenadians, and they are creating
their legacy in global sports. For example, the world of sports
expects Grenadian Anderson Peters to win a medal in the 2024
Olympic Games scheduled in Paris, France. James plans to
compete in Paris, his 4™ Olympian presence, now in his thirties; he
hopes to give his Spice Island and the people of Gouyave, his
hometown, another Olympic medal.

EVERYBODY’S readers may have suggested James for Person
of the Year not solely for his success in sports but also for his
ability to overcome personal agonies. Due to health issues, he
couldn’t compete for months; he lost his mother, and if that was
not enough, his mentor and coach, Harvey Glance, died suddenly
in 2023. In each instance, James rose from the ashes.

HIERYRURYS

Our readers are mindful of Kirani’s impact in the Anglophone
Caribbean. Jamaica’s athletes have magically brought fame and
glory to their country and the region; Usain Bolt, Yohan Blake,
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, Merlene Ottey and others are household
names around the world. James, too, has become a household
name amongst track and field fans. His behavior on and off the
tracks, mannerisms and greatness in his sport have made him a role
model for Caribbean youth.

When James was informed that he is the Person of the Year for
2023, he replied, “I’ll be honest, I’'m really surprised. It’s an honor.
Other people deserve it too; therefore, I represent them.”

EVERYBODY'S commenced its Person of the Year Award in
1978 upon the suggestion of Helen B. Lucas to celebrate the
magazine s first anniversary. That year, Janelle Commissiong of
Trinidad & Tobago who in 1977 became the first woman of color
to be crowned Miss Universe received the accolades. She shared
the honor with Calypso Rose, the first woman to shatter the male
domination of Calypso by winning the 1977 National Calypso
King title, thereby forcing the renaming of the prestigious
competition to the National Calypso Monarch. Sir Arthur Lewis
and his wife attended the magazines 1980 dinner in his honor,
celebrating his 1979 Nobel Prize. Sir Lewis, a Saint Lucian, was
the first Black person to win the Nobel prize for economics. Recent
EVERYBODY'S Person of the Year include Barbados Prime
Minister Mia Mottley, New York City Mayor Eric Adams and
Grenada s Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell.

www.everybodysmag.com 5
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50 YEARS OF HIP-HOP
What A Celebration!

By Rosa Goddard

DJ Kool Herc (Clive Campbell) is greeted at Gracie Mansion.
- Photo Leonard McKenzie

ip Hop, also known as Rap, was created on August 11,

1973 by DJ Kool Herc (Clive Campbell) and his friend
Coke La Rock at a back-to-school party in the Bronx, a
borough of New York City. On August 11, 2023, New York
City celebrated Rap's Golden Anniversary; Bronx was the
epicenter of events. Many people who were not born in
1973 held street concerts across the Bronx and the official
Hip-Hop Live Concert staged in Yankee Stadium. Fans
filled the Stadium to enjoy performances by star-studded rap
artists such as Run D.M.C., Nas, Lil' Kim, Doug E Fresh,
and Snoop Dogg. On the lawn of Gracie Mansion, home of
New York City's mayors, Mayor Eric Adams held a lavish
reception honoring the pioneers. The 50" anniversary
celebrations of hip-hop climaxed on December 10 when the
Recording Academy (Grammys) and CBS presented a live
concert, "A GRAMMY Salute To 50 Years Of Hip-Hop,"
featuring performances by Common, LL COOL J, Queen
Latifah, Questlove, De La Soul, Remy Ma, and other
superstars. There was an unsettling missing element: Where
were the Jamaican dance-hall artists who were the
progenitors of Hip-Hop?

6 www.everybodysmag.com
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MARY J. BLIGE
AT HARLEM
WEEK 2023

arlem Week 2023,

August 9-20, was
not seven days; it was a
ten-day celebration. It
showcased the early
European contributions,
mainly by the Dutch and
the African American,
African, Caribbean, and
Hispanic roles, in
making the Village of
Harlem what it is today.
Mary J. Blige was one
of many celebrities at
Harlem Week.

Hydel High School won the 4x400 race for girls, and they joyously posed with their manager and trainer after the victory.

- Photo Leonard McKenzie

AN EXCITING PENN RELAYS

ow that the world is in the post-Covid era, the Penn Relays returned to

full swing at Franklin Field in Philadelphia. The University of
Pennsylvania organized the games on April 21, 1895, which the University
still holds in late April. As usual, Jamaica dominated the track and field

events.

MISS PAT
HONORED

Patricia Chin and family when
the cofounder of VP Records
received the Trailblazer Award
at the Serica Gala.

Photo Leonard McKenzie

HUERYBORYS
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Steelpan enthusiasts enjoying NY based Sesame Flyers International steel orchestra performed on World Steelpan Day in

Times Square Photo Leonard McKenzie
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WORLD STEELPAN DAY AUGUST 11

n July 24, 2023, the 77th Session of the United Nations General

Assembly accepted a resolution by Trinidad and Tobago
proclaiming every August 11" as World Steelpan Day. On August 11,
fans in London, Liverpool, Tokyo, Toronto, St. Vincent, Antigua/
Barbuda, Trinidad & Tobago, New York, and in many other places
celebrated the first-ever World Steelpan Day. Some Caribbean
Journalists claimed that it was the first time steelpan music played in
Times Square. For decades, steel orchestras in N.Y. and from Trinidad
and Tobago have performed in Times Square parades, festivals, and
concerts. The last renowned Steel orchestra to play in Times Square may
have been in 2000 when EVERYBODY'S Magazine brought the famous
Invaders 48-member orchestra from Trinidad to perform in Boston,
Hartford, Mount Vernon, Bronx, and Town Hall located in Times Square
theater district.

&

CARIBBEAN HISTORY

orn in Boston, Ma, USA, Jamaica’s late Prime Minister Edward Seaga; Saint Lucia’s first Prime Minister John Compton
born on Canouan Island, St. Vincent & the Grenadines; Grenada’s late Prime Minister Maurice Bishop born in Aruba,;
Antigua/Barbuda first Governor General Sir Wilfred Jacobs born in Grenada; Saint Lucia’s former Prime Minister Allen

Chastanet born in Martinique.

LOSSES/2023

e NS

Fri., Aug. 31, 2012: Tropical Paradise
Ballroom, Brooklyn, at EVERYBODY'S
Magazine salute to Trinidad & Tobago 50"
Anniversary of Independence. Before
Plummers performance, EVERYBODY'S
announced that Plummer will be receiving one
of her nation’s highest National Medals.

DENYSE PLUMMER
“Woman Is Boss”
On August 27, Denyse Plummer (1953-2023), a calypso and
gospel singer, died from cancer. Although she sang pop music
in clubs in Trinidad & Tobago, calypso fans realized she was an
artist to reckon with when she competed in the 1986 Calypso Fiesta
at Skinner Park, San Fernando. She went on to receive accolades
and, in 2001, won the National Calypso Monarch. Plummer was a
fixture in Madison Square Garden's annual Mother's Day Concert.
On the night of Friday, August 31, 2012, Trinidad & Tobago's 50®
Anniversary of Independence, EVERYBODY'S Magazine proudly
announced that during the day in Trinidad & Tobago, Plummer had
been listed to receive one of the nation's highest National Medals.
Plummer, the late Shadow, Singing Sandra, and living legends such
as Sugar Aloes were in N.Y. performing at EVERYBODY'S
Magazine Salute to Trinidad & Tobago held at Brooklyn's Tropical
Paradise. Another memorable moment with Plummer and this
magazine was the EVERYBODY'S World Soca Monarch held at
Roseland Ballroom near Times Square when Plummer, six months
pregnant, competed and placed fourth. Fans remember Plummer
for the powerful message in her hit, "Woman Is Boss."\

CALDERA
CARABALLO

Steelpan Pioneer
Rgllnold Juan Caraballo,
own as Caldera, played
the steelpan in the 1940s when
the instrument and music were
in their infancy. [
Born June 9,
1929, he was
associated with
the defunct
Casablanca
Orchestra and
the indomitable
Invaders. He
toured with
Harry Belafonte, and Caldera
later brought steelpan
orchestras from Trinidad &
Tobago to perform at Carnegie

LENNOX & JOAN ROBINSON LOSS

ike Kwame Brathwaite, not many people have observed this magazine's

masthead, "Lennox Robinson: Layout and Design Artist." He has been with
this magazine for more than three decades. Therefore, when the Robinsons lost
their only son in his prime of natural causes --someone we knew as a teenager
and college student years before -- the staff at EVERYBODY'S was crushed.

Hall, Lincoln Center, Brooklyn
Academy of Music, and other
venues. In January 1957,
Caldera and his band
performed at the White House
during the second inauguration
of President Dwight

HARRY BELAFONTE
March 1, 1927-April 27, 2023

"["he news of Belafonte's death was unsurprising since he had been ailing
for several years. He promoted calypso worldwide by making its witty
lyrics palatable to audiences of all ethnicities. Born in Harlem and raised in
Jamaica, Belafonte considered himself a folk singer, not a calypsonian. He
was one of the first Black actors to play significant roles in Hollywood
movies, and he became an EGOT--holder of Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, and
Tony awards. Belafonte was active in the civil rights movement and a close

friend of Dr. Martin Luther King.

HIERYRURYS

Eisenhower. When President
John F. Kennedy launched the
Peace Corps, dispatching
young Americans to assist
developing countries, Caldera
and his band played at the
ceremony sending off
America's first Peace Corps.

Harry Belafonte (David Boyeur) and
Joan Fontaine (Mavis Norman) in the
Island in the Sun carnival scene,
Market Square, St. George's,
Grenada. -Photo 20" Century Fox

www.every I)()(l\ smag.coim 7
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KWAME BRATHWAITE
EVERYBODY’S
Photojournalist

Bom in Brooklyn, NY, on January 1, 1938, and
grew up in Bronx, son of Barbadian parentage,
Gilbert Ronald Brathwaite, changed his first name
to Kwame in honor of Kwame Nkrumah, who in
1957 led Ghana into
independence. Kwame's
Brother, also a Pan-
African activist,
changed his last name to
Brath. In August 2022,
when the New York

§ Historical Society
staged a 6-month
exhibition of
Brathwaite's work, he
was hospitalized and did
not regain
consciousness. He was unaware that every major
newspaper, TV channel, and cable network
publicized his work. NPR News Hour, CBS, NBC,
CNN, Essence, The New York Times, and other
significant tabloids mentioned his passing on April
1. He helped popularize the "Black is Beautiful"

KWAME
BRATHWAIT

Capturing the Blach

Experience For Qver 60) Years

®

VAUGHAN TONEY

June 29, 1955 — September 4, 2023

On September 16,
approximately 2,000
friends of Vaughan Toney,
including St. Vincent and the
Grenadines Prime Minister
Ralph Gonsalves, congregated
at a very large Anglican
Church in Brooklyn to say
goodbye to him. Toney, the
President and CEO of the
Friends of Crown Heights
Educational Centers (FOCH),
served on many nonprofit
boards including Kings County
Hospital Center. He expanded
FOCH into 21 full-service Early
Childhood Education Centers in
Brooklyn, Manhattan, and Staten
Island and he advocated Center-
based Infant/Toddler, 3K, and Pre-
K programs. He previously served
as legislative assistant to several
elected officials in the New State
Legislature and New York City

11/28/23 1:14 PM

Vaughan Toney flanked by former FOCH Board
Chairman Zamal Sankar (L) and current SVG
Consul General Rondy “Luta” Mclntosh (R).
- Photo Leonard McKenzie

W
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Vaughan Toney (R) with former New York City
Council Majority Leader Laurie Cumbo, and
FOCH Chief-of-Staff Hugh Hamilton who, at
Toney s request, delivered the official eulogy at

movement, and his photographs of Black women
are in art galleries. Many of this magazine's
dedicated subscribers did not realize that Kwame
was an EVERYBODY'S Magazine photographer for
more than 30 years, and he was instrumental in the
survival of EVERYBODY'S.

Council. Born in St. Vincent, his
final resting place, Toney was a true
Caribbean man who supported
everything Caribbean.

his funeral.

Vaughan Toney and FOCH Senior
Educational Director Geva Dublin at the
2022 Christmas party.

Photo Leonard McKenzie

2024 Happenings

WILL MAYOR RUDY GIULIANI GO TO JAIL?
There is a strong possibility that former New York City Mayor
Rudy Giuliani will go to jail for deliberately spreading false
claims that someone rigged the 2020 presidential election.

2024

U.S. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

BIDEN AND TRUMP

The 2024 U.S. presidential election will transfix the world.
Unlike confusing, exciting, and competitive presidential
primaries in recent years, the 2024 primaries will be dull since
no prominent Democrat is challenging President Joe Biden in
his party's primaries. Only a miracle and the U.S. Supreme
Court will prevent former President Donald Trump from
winning the Republican nomination. The first suspense! Who
will be Trump's running mate? Here are the three debate dates:
Biden Vs Trump, September 16 at Texas State University. The
second debate is October 1, Virginia State University, VA, and
the final round is October 9, University of Utah, UT. But, will
Donald Trump show up? November 5, presidential election.

WILL BARBADOS MIA MOTTLEY RESIGN?
Will Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley, one of the world's
most respected leaders, resign to accept a significant office in a
world organization that will lead her to become U.N. Secretary-
General in 20267

8 www.everybodysmag.com

THE PARIS OLYMPICS

The biggest sporting event in 2024 is the Olympic Games in
Paris, scheduled from July 26 to August 11. How many medals
will Caricom nations win? Count on Jamaica to win the most,
Trinidad & Tobago, the Bahamas, and Barbados, maybe two or
three each, and Grenada at least one and possibly two.

CRICKET WORLD CUP IN THE USA

The Caribbean is hosting the T20 World Cup when 20 cricket
teams representing their respective nations will compete.
Elimination matches were played in 2023; surviving teams will
battle for World Cup supremacy in June 2024. For marketing
reasons, business and promotion gurus influenced the
International Cricket Council to play three games in the U.S. -
Dallas, TX, Lauderhill, FL, and Long Island, NY where
construction of a 34,000 stadium starts in January. The national
sport in Colonial America or Thirteen Colonies was cricket.

FUERYRODYS
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AT A GLANCE
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Three convenient locations:

Brooklyn Bronx Florida
1124 Utica Avenue (4354 White Plains Road | 3695 NW 15th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11203 Bronx, NY 10453 Lauderhill, FL 33311
718-451-3617 718-231-6200 754-223-2348

We are Fast and Reliable!
Ask about our Door to Door Service!

Dennis Shipping a Proud Caribbean Company for Over 25 Years

Contact us today for a quote!

www.dennisshipping.com ¢ ship@dennisshipping.com
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GEORGE LAMMING ABOUT
DR. ERIC WILLIAMS

Revolutionary, Patriot and Insurrectionist

THE UNTOLD STORY OF A Hlll'l"l'llllll

Is The Saga 01 One Caribbean State But The Story 01 All




